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Leaflet No. 99

June, 1946

SOUTH DAKOTA

Score Card for Farn1 Buildings, Yard
and Home Grounds Irnprovement
Name of Entrant _ __

A farmstead planned for attractiveness and convenience will
meet the practical needs of the farm family and at the same time
make it a more pleasant home.
As the farmstead is not only a home but the center of business for
an agricultural industry, the arrangement of buildings, yards, and
plantings presents a problem requiring careful planning. The attractiveness and practicability of an arrangement should be considered together.
There is no one plan for a farmstead arrangement. Individual
plans are affected by many different factors, but accepted principles
of building arrangement and landscape design should be followed.
A few factors affecting individual plans are topography, soil, climate, type of farming, future expansion, finances, and personal likes
and dislikes.
The house should be the dominating structure of the farmstead,
but it should fit in with the rest of the plan. The house will determine the placing of the other farm buildings, the driveway, the
orchard, garden, windbreak, and other landscape plantings.
In most cases large buildings will be permanently located. Improvements will necessarily be changing small buildings, yards, lots,
fences, and plantings. As these changes cannot be accomplished all
at once, a well-developed plan showing the hoped-for results after
five or ten years will be the first essential. Second, the year-by-year
steps for improvement and accomplishment of this goal should be
set clown. Third, each year's planned tasks should be accomplished.
This card provides a basis for scoring the results of your efforts
on a competitive basis, not necessarily just the most beautiful farm
each year, but also the one showing the most improvement.
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Score Card for Farm Buildings,

and Home Grounds Improvement
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1st Year

I

2nd Year

~1~.G~en~er~a~l~C~o~n~d~i~ti~on~o~f~G~ro~u~n~d=s'......============::========~80= ======:!-l========l.:1-=---=--=--==-- __

I

A. Well separated areas for service, stock pens, poultry yards
and lawns
18
B. The dwelling closest to road and appearing as the
dominant building of tbe farm stead
10

c. Attractive and practical driveway which will bring

visitors to front door of the home - - - - - - - --
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3rd Year
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5th Year
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_ _ _ _ _ _ _ ______ _________________________ _

10____ ____

_________________________________ _

D. Out-building s properly placed with reference to dwelling,
far enough away and in the correct direction to prevent
·
odors, and in plain view from the kitchen windows _______ 1O________________ _ _ _ _ ______
E. Good system of walks, convenient and well drained with
minimum number of gates _ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ __

4th Year

______________ _

I

5

/ _______________ _

15___ __________ ___\ _ _ ,__________ _
F. Absence of rubbish ___ _
G. Good sanitation, protected water .supply and sewage disposal and well drained farmstead ________ _ 12 _ _ ,_ _ _ 1

30
2. Yard or Lawn
A. Well graded, even surface, sloped away from house in
10._
all directions - ' - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - --

,_______________

·I
,______________ _

\_ _ ,_ _ __i

B. Smooth dense turf, free from weeds ________ 15________________ _
C. Open center, without improperly placed flower beds,
5_
trellises, benches, or other garden accessories

\ ______

------

3. Buildings _ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ 30
A.Dwellmg
1. Fits in with farm stead, simple, comfortable, and convenient to out-buildings ____________

2. Good repair, well painted and attractive _ _ _ __
B. Out-Buildings and Barns
1. Best exposures for benefit of sunshine and summer
breezes
2. Good general attractiveness with unsightly places
screened
3. Good repair, and well painted

,_______________ _

\ ________________ \ _________________ \
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J_ _ _ _ _ - - - - - - - - -'
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,_ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
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4. Planting - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - 50 _ _ _ ,____ _------- -- ----A. Windbreak planting located to protect farm buildings,
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::et ::ii°~~ft~~~t:d garden. Fenced to exclude livestock l S____ ----------------- ------------------ ------------------ ----------------
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B. Proper selection and good care of shade trees to frame
building, and provide shade to dwellings, etc.
10 ________________ ____

I_ ___
I

·

C. Proper selection, placement and care of shrub and tree
f~;~~~~\~:~creens to hide unsightly objects from dwell- ,lQ ________________________ ------------------ ____
D. Selection, care and placing of shrubs and trees as foundation planting at base of dwelling, and where necessary,
around other buildings
E. Border plantings of trees, shrubs, annual arid perennial
flowers, their proper use, care and general conditions ----

8 ----------------

7

---

--

5. Provisions for Family. Recreation
10 _ - ----------A. Provision of an "outdoor living room," or allotment of
other space for family recreation for games, outdoor fireplace, picnic area, etc. Well placed, suitably enclosed and
partially shaded
10__-------------Your score
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